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Another first Wednesday is upon us, and once again you are all invited to                

participate in the study we are doing on the questions that Jesus asked out of 

Luke’s Gospel. We are focusing this month on Luke 6:46-49, and our question is, 

“Why Don’t You Do What I Tell You?” With a statement that cuts right to the heart, 

Jesus addresses Christians who participate in worship and study times, prayer 

meetings and fellowship suppers, Christians who hear the message of Christ, and 

basically says, when it comes to being obedient with action, we just don’t seem to 

get it! Jesus gives us a stern warning found in the text: “Obey me, if not for my 

sake, then for your own.” That’s the essence of what Jesus has to say here to 

those who supposedly want to follow him. 

 

Sunday, May 18 at 6pm The Engraved Band will be leading an evening service 

filled with music and praise. You are invited to come and enjoy this worshipful time 

together.  

 

Tuesday, April 1, I shared with the Deacons in our monthly meeting that it was time 

for me to retire from bi-vocational ministry. I gave a two month notice that will make 

Sunday, June 1 my last Sunday as your minister. I have so much going through my 

“A COMMUNITY OF SERVANTS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 



CHOIR NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS by Judi Kochik           
A special NOTE of thanks to the choir members who                 

participated in rehearsals and the presentation on Easter.  I 

received many words of appreciation. You did a great job!  A 

very special thanks to our soloists (Donna, Jim & Lori). 

 

Please NOTE that due to a very full church calendar, we will 

have only one evening rehearsal this month. We will also 

meet each Sunday morning at 9:00 (not 9:15) to make-up 

for the missed evening rehearsals.   

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 4 -  9:00 Rehearsal          

                  6:00 Rehearsal  

                

Sunday, May 11- 9:00 Rehearsal                   

Sunday, May 18 - 9:00 Rehearsal 

Sunday, May 25 - 9:00 Rehearsal  

ENGRAVED SPRING CONCERT ON MAY 18 

We are pleased to host an evening concert by Engraved - the talented worship & praise team 

- on Sunday, May 18 at 6:00. The concert will be in the fellowship hall, and will be followed by 

a time to socialize. Engraved has been preparing for this concert for months. It promises to 

be a very special evening for all who attend. We will have flyers available so you can post           

advertisements at your favorite businesses and social locations. 

 

Beyond Belief: Does What I Believe About God Change Anything? by Jim Barringer 

and Admin 

This is one of the new topics several adult Sunday School classes will be focusing on this month. 

We invite you to join us at 9:45 am to learn more about experiencing belief and how believing in 

God does change things. 

*This six-week study shows how too many people base their understanding of God on their own 

ideas; all that matters is what God says about Himself. Come learn how God is Holy, Loving, Just, 

Forgiving, Wise, Faithful and much more.  

No matter your age or where you are on life’s adventure, there is a place for you here in one      

Berea’s Sunday School classes. We look forward to learning together, exploring and developing 

our relationship with God.                                                                                                       

        PRE-SUMMER SPIC & SPAN HELPERS WANTED 

       SATURDAY, MAY 17 & SATURDAY, MAY 24 
 

                  CLEANING, DECORATING, PAINTING, ETC. 



ENGAGE. WORD SEARCH 

S N O T A F A N Z G X L M R 

E G S N S T E Y M M J V N T 

L E L S D S Q V D B S G A Z 

F N D Q E Y E E A S N E Q T 

C T D S P N C N E R R M N N 
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N E V O E R D U E O A N E K 

T N N P O N I R F T O M E L 

R E V G I G D P I H O G O Z 

O S G K A R S E T R T V B S 

L S R D A G N I I U E I B L 

Words to Search: 

Not a Fan  Engage 

VBS   Reward Retreat 

Scripture  Engrave 

Love   Joy 

Peace   Patience 

Kindness  Goodness 

Self Control  Gentleness 

Faithfulness  God is Good 

Memories 

Weekly Youth Activities   

Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday CIA/Music—11:00 am 

Sunday Youth Group—5:00 pm 

Wednesday Youth Group—6:00 pm 

 

Upcoming May Youth Events 

Gal’s special ENGAGE activity (13 and older) - Wednesday, May 7 at 6:00 pm 

Guy’s special ENGAGE activity (13 and older) - Wednesday, May 14 at 6:00 pm 

Pre– Summer Spic & Span Day I—Saturday, May 17 

Engraved Concert—Sunday, May 18 

Pre-Summer Spic & Span Day II—Saturday, May 24 



 

From the Youth Director,                                                

Suzy Kochik  
 

It is a pleasure to serve as the new Youth Director. This gives me the opportunity to          

ENGAGE directly with the youth here at Berea Baptist Church and in the community.   

After a lot of prayer, I am blessed to be here, helping to teach the youth how to better 

know and seek Christ. A main goal is to provide a Christian environment that encourages 

youth to share ideas, emotions, needs, and to develop a faithful Christian life. 

A few have asked about my prior experience. 

 Accepted Christ as Savior and was baptized in elementary school 

 Was taught at First Baptist Church, in Jacksonville, FL, by Nancy Brandt, Rev. Bobby 

Barton, and Dr. Jimmy Scroggins 

 Helped with Sunday School classes and VBS at Providence Baptist Church for 10 

years 

 Worked with children ministries at Raleigh Rescue Mission 

 Traveled to Russia and taught Life Skills to orphans yearly since 2008 

These experiences have given me insight with youth wants and needs, ability to see 

community opportunities, skills in working with others, and importance of excellent             

communication and organization. 

It is my prayer to be an effective Youth Director that will be able to demonstrate my own 

relationship with God as an example. It is hard to teach someone something you do not 

do yourself. Devotions, daily prayer time, daily Bible reading, and weekly Bible study 

helps build personal relationship with God and provide support to be a successful leader. 

My plan is to be available for the youth when needed. Teenage years are not easy. They 

will each come from different backgrounds and unique stories, but that is what makes 

each of them special. I will work to find ways to fill their needs and help them focus on 

the most important thing in life…their relationship and walk with God. 

Together we will ENGAGE with each other, at church activities and in the community. 

The tools to also engage better at school, with their peers and other hobbies will be          

provided. We are here to feel the difference of serving God in all we do and say.  

Feel free to reach out to me with any questions. If you are interested in helping with 

youth on Sunday or Wednesday nights, and/or would like to help with upcoming events, 

contact me at bereabaptistdurham@gmail.com or call 919.544.7151. 



METAMORPHOSIS -- Part 2 by Judi Kochik 

Community Dinner and Bible Study                      
Wednesday, May 7, 2014                                                                             

 

It's like a butterfly...as it changes from a caterpillar (a fun little creature)...into a beautiful      

butterfly (able to spread it's wings and travel to new heights with a new beauty). This amazing 

God-change is called "Metamorphosis." 

A few months ago I was asked to write an article about recent changes at Berea. I titled the 

article "Metamorphosis" because it indicates change with God's leading. I was asked to      

update the article this month.  I certainly don't know all that's going on...but here's a list of 

things that readily come to mind. If you have more to add, we can note them in next month's 

newsletter. 

*Easter Egg hunt...more advertising resulted in 3 times as many folks participating this year... 

there were crafts, refreshments, a magic show, and even a visit from the Easter Bunny for 

memorable photos taken by Jessica & Jo Ann.  

*Rose garden has been trimmed, weeded, and will be full of roses within the month 

*Stairway outside Roy's room has been carefully cleaned & painted (thanks Wanda & Donna) 

*Signs to indicate the church office were purchased & installed (thanks Jim & Suzy) 

*New white board & bulletin board was installed in The Seeker's Class (thanks Rich) 

*The Youth Room for evening meetings has been painted & decorated (if you haven't seen it 

yet, do stop by...it's been personalized for our current youth with their favorite colors &                

interests) 

*Playground has been weeded, powerwashed, weatherproofed...and the sandbox will soon 

have new seating & cover (thanks Dennis) 

*A new mailbox has been installed to allow the US Postal Service to deliver mail to 

5011 Fayettteville Rd. 

*Staff & committee mailboxes have been created in the publication room 

*Evening music concerts are happening...Master's Men on April 27 and Engraved on May 18. 

*A ladies beach retreat date of June 6-8 has been set (thanks Wanda)...and plans are                 

underway for youth reward trips 

*Plans are underway for weekly Sunday and Wednesday evening Bible studies (thanks Rich) 

*Repairs to the lawn...drainage...weeding/trimming/cutting (thanks to the Building & Ground 

Committee) 

*Plans are underway to install a projector/screen in the fellowship hall thanks to an anony-

mous donor 

My apologies for what I've missed...but you get the idea. Lots of God-changes are happening 

at Berea. Invite friends to join us. All are welcome and all have a part...the most important part 

is that we are praying daily for one another and for the future of Berea.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER REFLECTIONS  

There were a lot of sweet moments on Easter 

Day...it started with a lovely, inspiring Sunrise 

Service with Rich leading some music and 

Woody presenting the resurrection message. 

Jim and his crew prepared a nourishing  

breakfast following the Sunrise Service.          

Peggy reflected on the lyrics  of "Come and 

See" during our opening assembly, then           

classes were full for Sunday School. The 

youth had a special "Cutting the Ribbon"        

ceremony for their newly created Youth 

Room. The morning ended with a music filled 

worship service including a                                     

mini-cantata narrated by Phil and the Easter 

story taught by Woody. Many had special                   

family members joining them to celebrate the             

message that Christ is Risen. He is risen          

indeed! 

NOTE OF THANKS 

Thanks to each of you for your calls, cards, visits, 

and other acts of kindness during Jay’s three 

months of “not feeling so well”. Finally things 

seem to be looking on the sunny side of life again. 

It's been a delight in many ways to welcome 

our new administrative assistant/youth direc-

tor to the staff. Suzy has worked tirelessly to 

make things run a lot smoother here at our 

church. From current bulletin boards, frequent 

updates on our website, Facebook page & 

publications, to recruiting workers & planning 

youth activities, to overseeing many church 

repairs/improvements...the list is honestly too 

long to even try to enumerate. But on behalf 

of the staff & members: Thank You and           

Welcome! 
919.544.7151 

bereabaptistdurham@gmail.com 

www.bereabaptistdurham.org 

A Mother’s Love is a Gift from God 

A Mother like you is a blessing, 

An angel in earthly disguise - 

Nurturing, loving, and guiding 

With a heart that’s caring and wise. 

 

You’re a ray of the brightest sunlight, 

Helping others to hope and dream, 

And showing your faith so beautifully 

That you earn God’s highest esteem. 

 

Thanks for your warmth and comfort. 

You’re a precious gift from above, 

For God’s greatest treasure on Earth 

Is truly a mother’s pure love. 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY  

May 11, 2014 


